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( C h s c h  One) 

Lower Church stands along the edze of a wood south of Route 3 
and 33 l e s s  than a mile e a s t  of Har t f ie ld  post o f f ice  in Middlesex 
County. The rectangular brick building measures 56' x 34' excluding a 
brick porch on the west facade and a frame chancel recess covered with 
brick on the  eas t .  A modern brick hip roofed addi t ion adjoins on the  
south, and i s  connected t o  the main s t ruc ture  by a brick passageway. The 
d i s t i nc t ive  roof fea tures  clipped gables and a kick a t  t h e  eaves; there  
i s  a simple wood box cornice. The walls ere  ra ther  roughly l a i d  in  
English bond with random glazing of headers and s t r e t c h e r s  above and 

' 

below the bevelled watertable. The bricks,  varying i n  mellow colors.  a r e  
large,  and the walls a r e  almost 27" thick.' Queen c losers  mark the 
corners of t he  building and t h e  jambs of a l l  t h e  openings. A brick 
found on the l e f t  of t he  usst doorway is marked "17A15"~ t h i s  is taken 
t o  indicate  the completion of t h e  walls t o  t h a t  height by 1715. The 
I I  A *I may represent Captain Henry Armistead, one of t h e  builders. A brick 
on t h e  r i g h t  s ide  of t h a t  doorway is marked "I:W", which may stand f o r  
Janes Walker, an overseer f o r  the  vestry. Other i n i t i a l s  a r e  a "B" 
incised on the  e a s t ,  and 'lIG'' and "TG" on the  north. There a r e  three 
windows, 5' x 11'. with rounded arches on both the north and south s ides ,  
two small windows on each s ide  of t he  recessed chancel and an e l l i p t i c a l  
window high in  the west gable. The l a rge  s ide  windows have probably 
been lengthened one o r  two courses. A door opens in  t h e  west facade 
and another between the two easternmost windows on the south side. The 
d e t a i l s  of t he  or ig ina l  south doorway a re  now covered by t h e  passageway 
leading t o  the  addit ion.  Although much of t he  arch of t h e  west door- 
way is covered by the l a t e r  brick porch, it seems t o  have been segmntal .  

The or ig ina l  colonial  i n t e r i o r  was characterized by a rgod 
screen in  f ron t  of t h e  chancel; t h i s  has been l o s t  i n  subsequent a l t e r -  
at ions.  Presently t he re  is a ra ised chancel in  t h e  e a s t  end containing 
the colonial  cornunion p la te  and l i nen  chest  now used a s  an a l t a r ,  and 
a chancel recess framed by a lance t  arch. A set-back appears in the 
wall above the  ga l le ry  in  t h e  west. A p a r t i t i o n  with shallow p i l a s t e r s  
supporting segmental arches under t he  ga l l e ry  divides t h e  .vestibule from 
the sanctuary. The window heads and jambs a r e  splayed, and there a r e  
window s e a t s  undet each large window. The walls a r e  wainscoated with 
tongue-and-groove panell ing and plastered. The three  plane ce i l i ng  with 

,cove has tongue-and-groove panelling. 
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CONDITION 

The church a t  present is undergoingsane repa i re  including 
the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a new l igh t ing  syatem and the  r em~va l  of t he  west 
porch. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

In  1710, the vestry  of Chris t  Church ~ m i s h . o r d e r e d  the 
construction of three new church buildings ' including the  ~ i e s e n t  Lower 
Church, t o  be used as  chapels of ease f o r ' t h e  ~ ' r i s h .  ~ f t e r  scme 
contention, the  vestry decided on t h e  di&nsion of Lowr  Church by t h i s  
order: "This Vestry taking in to  Consideration the Dimensions of the  
Lower Chappel mentioned i n  former Orders of Vestry not being Uniforme 
It is therefore  Ordered t h a t  the  s a id  Chappell be b u i l t  two and f i f t y  
foot long in  t he  c leare  and Thirty foot  wide i n  t he  cleare, .  . .(and) 
That the sd Chappell be b u i l t  in the sane place where t h e  Old one now 
stands." The old church mentioned a s  being on the s i t e  was t h e  church 
of Peanckatanck Parish,  united in 1665 with Lancaster Par ish t o  form 
Chr is t  Church Parish. Following the  union, Peanckatanck Church became 
a chapel of ease ,  known a s  Lower Chapel f o r  Chris t  Church. 

The new building was b u i l t  by Captain Henry Annistead and 
Major Edmund Berkeley, and was ready f o r  use be October 25, 1717. The 
Reverend Bartholomew lead t h e  f i r s t  service. It apparently was abandoned 
by the Episcopalians a f t e r  the Disestablishment, and ia s a i d  t o  have 
been used a s  a school by the  Methodists and Bapt is ts .  Legend has it 
t h a t  it was bought by a member of t h e  Methodist congregationcin 1857, 
and presented by him t o  t h a t  denosination. In  any case,  the building 
has served a s  a Methodist Church s ince t h a t  date.  

Lower Church is d i s t i nc t ive  archi tectural ly .  Besides Augusta 
Stone Church, Augusta County, it is Virginia's only co lonia l  church 
t o  r e t a i n  its clipped gable roof,  although several  other  ex is t ing  
churches a r e  knownto have possessed t h i s  feature.  It a l s o  is one of t he  
few colonial  churches t o  be l a i d  e n t i r e l y  in  English bond brickwork. 
An in t e re s t i ng  tomb, dat ing from 1687, and o r ig ina l ly  located in the  
f i r s t  Lover Chapel, has been incorporated in the  present building just  
i n  f ron t  of the south doorway. Two other colonial  tombs, dating 1726 
and 1727, l i e  j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  chancel. The church owns an  in te res t ing  
wooden ches t ,  be1 ieved t o  date  from 1677Yand known always t o  have 
been i n  t he  present building) which is used t o  store communion p la te  
and l ined.  The church's or iginal  camunion s i l v e r  was given in 1722, 
and is now owned by St. Paul's Church, Richmond, having been 
purchased in 1846. . . 
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